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Theatrical Obserber ; 
Daily Bills of the Play. 








** Nothing extenuate, nor at down | aught in malice.”—Othello. 
No. 6974. WEDNESDAY, May 1, 1844. Price 1d. 


_ The Play’s the thing.”—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 


DRURY LANE THEATRE. 

Miss Rainforth’s benefit took place at this theatre last night, and we are 
glad to say the house was quite full in every part. After the opera of 
The Bohemian Girl, in which Miss Rainforth, as usual, sang delightfully ; 
she was unanimously called forward, and most enthusiastically cheered. 
The opera was followed by a concert, in which Madame Dulcken, 
Miss Romer, Miss Dolby, Mr. P.Alvars, Mr. Harley, &c., appeared, 
and their exertions were rewarded with thunders of applause. The first 
act of 1 MatrimonioSegreto was afterwards performed ; Miss Rainforth 
and Mrs. A. Shaw sustained the parts of Elisetta and Fadalma, and 
gave the music in brilliant style: they were loudly applauded. A new 
divertissement concluded the performances, in which Mdlle. O’Bryan 
and Miss Clara Webster danced “La Saragossa” in a very charming 
manner. 

Theatricals in Americu.—A letter from Boston, U.S. gives a gloomy 
picture of the state of theatricals in America. ‘“ Bad as the profession 
is on your side of the water,” says the writer, “ I doubt if it is better on 
this.” The Park opened with Macready, who playad to some good 
houses ; but Ole Bull, the fiddler, made a far greater sensation than the 
“ eminent tragedian.” The actors complain, as they do here, that foreign 
musical humbugs and foreign fiddlers are. destroying the dramatic art. 
The Park paid two thirds . of indifferent salaries; and then closed for up- 
wards of two months. Hamblin is doing tolerably good business at re- 
duced prices. The Chatham, with Deverna as manager, is on its legs 
again. Mitchell’s Olympic alone has done greatly. Another thrust in 
the ribs has been given to theatricals by a Mr. Palmo, who has opened 
anew Opera House. Philadelphia has-been worse than usual. Rich- 
mond Theatre has been opened for a short season. New Orleans, and 
all.the theatres south and west, have been.doing very indifferent business. 
The National, of Boston, had a successful season up to the beginning 
of April. The writer concludes his'letter with the following piece of 
information—* Salaries have fallen considerably within the last two or 
three years, and I am afraid there is no likelihood of: their rising again 
for a long time.’ Actors are shying off and dying off in a most praise- 
-worthy and alarming manner... -No less than three comedians have made 
‘their mortal exit since you left—J. Thorne, Latham, and Gates.” - There 
is a bit of gossip respecting Macready, which is too laughable to be 
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Theatre Royal, nes: 


This Evening, the comic Drama of 


USED UP! 


Sir Charles Coldstream, Bart. Mr C. MATHEWS, 
Sir Adonis Leech,; Mr TILBURY, 
Hon. Tom Saville ........ eee Mr BRINDAL, 
Wurzel, (a Farmer) Mr J. BLAND, 
John Ironbrace ....(a.blacksmith).... Mr HOWE, 
PET 6 5 605 Cahieenv es ...-Miss JULIA BENNETT, 
Lady Clutterbuck, Mrs HUMBY. 


To be followed by the Comie Drama of 


Grist to the Mill. : 


The Prince de Conti, Mr H. HOLL, 
Marquis de Richeville .. ..... Mr GC. MATHEWS, 
Monsieur de Merluchet, Mr STRICKLAND, 
Thierry Dumont, Mr HOWE, 
Mademoiselle de Merluchet .. Mrs W. CLIFFORD 
Francine, Madame VESTRIS. 


M. ST. LEON, 


Will perform on the Violin, 


“LA ROMANESCA,” 


(An Air of the 16th Century, ) followed by ‘ Perpetual Motion, composed 
and executed by himself, ; , 
To be —— by, (2Ist time) with new Scenery, and Dresses, an entirely 
New, Original, and Local Extravaganza, entitled, The 


Drama at Home ! 


The Drama...Mrs GLOVER, Ophelia, .Mrs CAULFIELD. 
Puff .. Mr CHARLES MATHEWS, 
Richard III... MrWORRELL, Lord Stanley,.Mr CARLE, 
Arnold,.MrCAULFIELD, Melchthal, .MissMATTLEY, 

The Peri, .Miss KENDALL, Achmet, .Mr IRELAND, 
Ariel, .MissP,HORTON, Othello,,. MrENNIS, Macbeth, ,MrHoward 
Punch,, Mr JAMES BLAND, 

Portia, .Miss LEE, Nerissa, .Miss GROVE, 
Falstaff,MrT.F. MATHEWS, MrsPage,MissJones, MrsFord,Mrs Worrell, 
Katharina, .Miss MANSFIELD, Petruchio,,.MrCARLE, 

Tim Turnstile, .MrALDRIDGE, Susan, .Miss PHILLIPS, 


To comer with, a new Farce, called 


Love in a Sack! 


Quince..Mr STRICKLAND, 
Jonas Pea, ..(his Apprentice).. Mr BUCKSTONE, 
‘Tot..Mr TILBURY, 











Mrs Quince, Mrs HU MBY, Jane..Mrs STANLEY, 


Cleopatra Cox Quince, Miss CARRE. 
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